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 CED HUGHES 
 

 
  Prior to the AGM , Christine Luckham and Sheila Hughes were  presented with a cheque 
from the club to the Hollyward Trust Fund.  
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New Year message from the Chairman 
 
It has been a chilly start to the year so there are probably many of you that have 
not been to the field yet.  When you do, you will see that some more paving has 
been laid and some of the older paving levelled and generally tidied up.  Thanks to 
those of you who have given up some of your flying time to get this job done. 
Recently I met with our Landlord to discuss the renovation of the car park access 
road and car park surface.  We plan to get on with these jobs as soon as the 
weather is a little milder.  The railway sleepers on the edge of the access road will 
be moved and lowered when this work is done. 
 
The Chairman’s Charity Fund for this year will be used to support teaching of 
Design and Technology at Warboys Primary School.  This will give us the 
opportunity to promote Aeromodeling to the children as an interesting and fun 
hobby and be an invaluable public relations exercise in the village that is home to 
our airfield.  I have had a meeting with the headmaster to begin working out how 
this will be done and will report back to you as soon as there are more details.  
Meanwhile please support the raffle at club meetings when Robert comes around 
rattling his tin! 
 
The first meeting of the new committee took place in January and one of the items 
on the agenda was the new club website www.ramseymac.org.uk  The site is now 
live and John Hickman is busy fleshing it out with details.  Please support him by 
giving feedback and providing information or photographs.  We have many 
photographs from the early days of the club through to the late 1990’s but not so 
many since.  If you can provide some good photographs with dates then please 
speak to John.  Likewise, if you can provide an article or report for the club 
newsletter then Alan Green would be pleased to hear from you. 
 
That’s all for now, so I’ll sign off with some advice reputedly given to RAF pilots 
during WWII: "When a prang (crash) seems inevitable, endeavour to strike the 
softest, cheapest object in the vicinity as slowly and gently as possible." 
 
Good Flying, 
Steve Kessel.  
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THE PRESENTATION OF AWARDS AT THE DEC AGM 
 

 
 
 
The Den Purser Shield was presented to the Beavoirs, father and son, in recognition of the 
work they have done in the furtherance of Electro-flight. The Chairman’s Cup was 
presented to Robert Davies in recognition of his enthusiastic support of Club activities, not 
least his display of a working model Daleck at the recent Club Open Day. 

�
� � � �� � �� �	 � 
 �� �

 
 
Regular readers may recall my recent offering of a few simple tips on managing those 
metallic monsters that we bolt to our aircraft in pursuit of controlled flight.  This appeared 
to go down quite well in that nobody actually came up and hit me so without further ado 
another small selection from my bottom drawer of personal pain and misery is presented 
herewith in the hope you will find something useful in your own efforts to get the beasts to 
work.  The following relates to glow engines only.  Petrol engines and gas turbines are for 
others to explain.  
 
Let’s start with that old favourite that we have all heard at the field.  It goes something 
like…. “  This xxxx brand of engine is absolute crap/won’ t idle/never starts/ always cuts 
out/ won’ t run inverted” .  Select the curse of your choice.   I have more years of fiddling 
with engines than I care to admit to in polite company and can say with some authority that 
there are NO badly made engines presently available from any of the volume producers.  
You should try some of the stuff we used in the late 60s and 70s. 
Just because you can’ t make it work doesn’ t mean its crap.  It means that something, or 
possibly several things are wrong with your set-up.  Most often the engine is just fine but 
not getting the basic requirements to start, i.e. fuel/air in the correct ratio and a good hot 
glow at the plug.  Add to this the wrong propeller, an inadequate fuel tank set-up and 
possibly poor mounting/cooling arrangements and almost any engine will get fractious and 
may actually go for you.  I have the finger scars to prove it.  Here are a few quick items to 
check which, all being well, should have your “piece of crap”  singing happily.  (Not sure if 
crap can be persuaded to sing, it usually just lies there and niffs at you.) 
 
 



 6 

·  Use clear fuel tubing between tank and carb.  Then you can see if fuel is actually 
reaching the engine when you place a finger over the carb and turn the prop to draw 
fuel in.  Coloured fuel lines are pretty, but who wants pretty in an engine bay.  
Choke the engine with the throttle wide open and then set carb to half throttle or 
slightly less.  Give a couple of quick flicks of the prop to get the fuel round the 
moving parts and you will feel the engine free up.  Do not use the electric starter for 
this. It is much harder to feel the response with all those amps doing the work.  Now 
connect the glow power and holding the prop firmly pull it over top dead centre.  
With fuel in the cylinder and a good glow you should feel the prop kick back 
slightly as the fuel ignites in the cylinder.  Now, and only now is it ready to go.  
Simple isn’ t it!  If the foregoing doesn’ t happen check for fuel supply, correct 
needle valve setting and quality of glow. 

 
·  Except as above, don’ t fiddle around with an engine with the glow power 

connected.  It WILL bite the careless hand.  Unless actually ready to start keep the 
glow off.  I find the sight of blood quite spoils my day, particularly if it’s mine! 

 
·  Starting an inverted engine is a little different.  The main thing is to check, by 

turning the engine over carefully as above, that the engine is not flooded.  This can 
result in a hydraulic lock when the cylinder is full of fuel.  Tilt the airframe so that 
excess fuel drains downward into the silencer and hence overboard onto your best 
mate’s shoes and try again.  Fuel tank height is a little different in an inverted 
engine set-up in that the centre line of the tank should be a little lower than for an 
upright engine.  This reduces the fuel head and the tendency of fuel to siphon into 
the engine.  The only other variation worth mentioning here is that some of the 
much bigger two strokes can be a bit more fractious when starting inverted.  They 
WILL all start in that orientation, but may need more attention from the electric 
starter.  

 
·  When using the electric starter, don’ t hold it on forever.  A few shorter bursts with a 

pause are usually more productive than a long churning session. 
 

·  If fuel is getting through ok and the glow start is well up to snuff, then check the 
plug.  Amazing just how long can be spent trying to start an engine with a burnt out 
plug.  Been there, done that, blamed just about everything else in sight, went home 
in a huff and kicked the cat.  A voltmeter in the glow line is a worthwhile piece of 
technology here. 

 
·  If your engine will not hold a steady full power setting on the ground but keeps 

varying the rpm all on its own there is a good chance you have an air leak 
somewhere.  The carb seating, back plate and cylinder head are favourites here but 
also check that the fuel line does not have a collection of bubbles going to the 
engine.  If it does then check the filter is not loose and that the tank is secure from 
vibration.  Been there, done that etc.  Cat now hides when I get home.  
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·  Engines can get really temperamental when fitted with the wrong prop.  Go with the 
maker’s recommendation here.  If all else fails RTFM  (read the f …       manual)!  
Too small a prop will have the beast kicking and screaming (literally) and trying to 
chop your fingers off.  Starting the old F.A.I pylon race engines on their very small 
high pitch props was always an exciting, not to mention brutal exercise.  But then, 
10 laps at 22000rpm and then some really did show what an engine was made of.  
Sometimes quite literally as catastrophic mechanical failure was not unknown.  My 
own ducted fan engines were similarly revved and stressed to the point where one 
plug per flight was the norm! 

 
 
 
 

·  Model engines, if properly looked after and particularly if not over revved or 
overheated will last for years of regular use.  Ducted fan engines lasted me one 
season and pylon racers even less, requiring rebuild or replacement quite regularly.  
The moral is obvious. 

 
I think that is quite enough old toot from me for the time being since the 2006 flying 
season approaches and I have, like you I hope, a little light engine maintenance and 
preparation to do so that those little gems will sing with joy and not cough, splutter and 
gob all over me on that first cold start! 
 
 
John Carpenter 
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TEAM 1          TED CLAPP &  ROBERT NEILSON 
 

TEAM 2          MALCOLM TYE &  MICK COLES 
 
 
TEAM 3          KEN KEYS &  ROBERT DUDLEY 
 
 
TEAM 4          VOLUNTEERS – to be ar ranged 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JOHN YOUNG         INSTRUCTOR EXAMINER 
 
JEFF BAILEY          INSTRUCTOR EXAMINER 
 
JON LAND                INSTRUCTOR EXAMINER 
 
BARRY  
RICHARDS               A &  B EXAMINER 

FIXED WING &  ROTARY:  Tel:  01487 843589 
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       DATE     TEAM      DATE   TEAM               DATE      TEAM 
 
 5    March           1          2 July          1               5 Apr il               1 
                                                                            19 Apr il               2             
12   March           2          9 July         2             26 Apr il               3 
                                                                              3 May                4                                                              
19   March           3         16 July        3             10 May                1 
                                                                            17 May                2 
26   March           4        23 July         4             24 May                3 
                                                                            31 May                4 
 2    Apr il              1       30 July          1              7 June                1 
                                                                            14 June                2 
 9    Apr il              2         6 August      2            21 June                3 
                                                                            28 June                4 
16    Apr il             3       13 August      3              5 July                 1 
                                                                            12 July                 2 
23    Apr il             4       20 August      2            19 July                 3  
                                                                            26 July                 4 
30    Apr il             1       27 August      3              2 August            1 
                                                                              9 August            2 
 7     May              2         3 Sept           4            16 August            3  
                                                                            23 August            4 
14    May              3       10 Sept           1            30 August            1 
                                                                              6 Sept                 2 
21    May              4       17 Sept           2            13 Sept                 3 
                                                                            20 Sept                 4 
28    May              1       24 Sept           3            27 Sept                 1 
                                                                              4 Oct                  2 
 4     June             2         1 October      4            11 Oct                  3 
                                                                            18 Oct                  4 
11    June             8        8 October        1              
 No training (scale day) 

                                                                              
18    June             3        15 October      2 
                                                                              
25    June             4        22 October      3 
 
                                       29 October      4 
 
BOB DUDLEY 
 
 

- - - - -TRAINING  !  KEEP FOR YOUR FUTURE  INFORMATION   - - - - - -  -   
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FOR SALE                      WANTED 
 

CULVER DART 45”  SPAN, WITH SC40,  
RX &  SERVOS   UNFLOWN  £55 
 
TIPSY JUNIOR  45”   SPAN, WITH OSF25,   
RX &  SERVOS     £40 
 
TWO TRANSMITTERS SANWA VANGARD.       FUTABA ? COMPUTER PPM/PCM 

SET  
 
DAVE VINCENT   01733 370662 
 
EMAIL   Alan Green for large photo’s 
 
 
 
 
 
If you have anything you wish to sell, or buy, why  
not advertise it free of charge in the clubs news letter.  
Email me the details and include a photo if you wish. 
You advert will appear in the next news letter. 
 
 
Alan@fourthplace.co.uk 
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SITE MANAGER   JOHN YOUNG 01480 413731 JWYOUNG TRANSALP@UKONLINE.CO.UK 
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