
 

 SCALE DAY  
SUNDAY 11TH JUNE 2006 

 
After a rather windy Saturday fingers were very definitely crossed for the Sunday weather 
gods to smile upon the club. 
Obviously dextrous digits paid off because the Sunday produced hot and glorious weather 
with light airs and good visibility.  Altogether a perfect day for flying.  Competitors began 
arriving shortly before 9AM and by start of the competition there was a total entry of 17, 
which meant that, within the time available, only two rounds could be flown. By any 
standards this was a large entry and perhaps indicates the interest in the ‘flying only’ type 
of scale contest. 
 
A broad spectrum of model types was present, ranging from the magnificent Sopwith Snipe 
of Peter Mcdermott  (a model generally considered to be amongst the very best in the world 
competition scene) to between the Wars biplanes, WW2 combatants and light aircraft.  By 
mid morning things were in full swing and the car-park area was almost full, including a 
hot grub wagon.  Flight judging was by Steve Kessel and Peter Harral, both well respected 
in this field and commentary was in the capable hands of John Stokes. 
 
Two models drew particular interest; an ARTF Thunderbolt and a model of the Bristol 
Beaufighter.  What caught the eye, or rather the ear was that these aircraft were large 
electric models fitted with hidden loudspeakers and computer generated engine noise 
coupled to the throttle.  To see the Thunderbolt propeller start to turn, accompanied by the 
rasp and cough of a Pratt and Whitney radial bursting into life and settling into its typical 
rattly idle was quite astonishing.  As the throttle was advanced so the radial roar took over 
in a totally convincing way.  In flight the sound was eerily good if a little subdued.  
Certainly much better than just the whine of an electric motor.  The Beaufighter was 
perhaps even better given the sound was of two radials running together.  This may well be 
the way ahead for electric scale with only the cost of the power system presently holding 
things back.  These biggies need expensive kit to move them.  £700 worth of top spec 
batteries was mentioned.  I certainly hope to see more like this in the future, although as an 
old oily hand modeller I shall not be selling my Lasers just yet.I won’t bore you with a  
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blow-by-blow account of proceedings, you should have been there and if you were you 
know what went on.  However, in general the flying standard was high and it was 
fascinating to watch both newcomers and old hands putting their models through their 
paces, flying the compulsory and optional manoeuvres.  The competition was very close as 
can be seen from the final scores; in fact the first nine places were within 12% of one 
another.  Sadly there were a couple of crashes, one minor and one major.  Terry Manley 
found he had insufficient aileron control on take-off with his new model of the Blackburn 
Airedale, with the result that the aircraft, came to earth rather abruptly, wiping off one side 
of the undercarriage and several dummy engine cylinders.  This is a rather odd looking 
aircraft by the way, which is what attracted Terry although he did mention that the original 
aircraft was unsuccessful and also crashed on take off!  The other crash involved the large 
Miles Messenger of Dave Toyer that appeared to suffer an aileron lock and spiralled into an 
adjacent field where it dismantled itself to a significant extent. 
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By close of play both spectators and competitors were exhausted by the heat of a long but 
hugely enjoyable day.  The event concluded with prize giving for the top three places and 
the contest director thanked the club for providing all the facilities of ‘one of the top flying 
fields in the country’ (his words not mine!). 
 
Hopefully the enclosed photos will capture the essence of the event.  There may be too 
many for the newsletter in which case I am informed that more will be added to the Ramsey 
MFC website. In any event the newsletter is also added to the website where all the photos 
can be seen in glorious colour. Take a look and enjoy. 
John Carpenter 
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Pos Name Model BMFA Flt 1 Flt 2 Total 
1 J Carpenter Thunderbolt 41024 1649.0 1602.5 3251.5 
2 M Fardell Vildebeest 68822 1571.5 1637.5 3209.0 
3 P McDermott Snipe 66173 1569.5 1623.0 3192.5 
4 D Knott T 28 47166 1610.0 1472.5 3082.5 
5 M Goldby Sopwith Pup 88465 1472.5 1567.5 3040.0 
6 M Sollitt Ryan 42682 1521.0 1511.0 3032.0 
7 I Bryant Diablo 77211 1507.0 1465.5 2972.5 
8 D Tilbury P51 43230 1405.0 1483.0 2888.0 
9 P Nicholson P47 68343 1424.5 1457.5 2882.0 
10 J Thomas Magister 35245 1307.5 1357.0 2664.5 
11 J Ransom Beaufighter 31410 1328.0 1334.0 2662.0 
12 M Trew KZ IV 55206 1519.0 982.5 2501.5 
13 M Reeves Strutter 15674 1485.0 1013.5 2498.5 
14 G Warburton Taylorcraft 58428 1478.5 911.5 2390.0 
15 R Crapp Stinson 52698 1330.0 697.5 2027.5 
16 D Toyer Messenger 75095 168.0 0 168.0 
17 T Manley Blackburn Airedale 11235 0 0 0 
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Unfortunately  the anemometer and the mast have been removed from the side of the 
club hut where it was fixed firmly to a bracket. If anybody knows of it’s whereabouts 
please contact a committee member.  

�
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   Sadly last month David Vincent passed away, after a long term illness.  A number of club 

members attended the funeral service held at Marholm in Peterborough. 
 
   David was a  keen builder,  making many scale models from plans spanning over 50 

years. He started building at the early age of 13 and learned to fly at a site in Croydon  
S.London, where Marion, his then girl friend, would regularly come along to the flying site 
and assist. They were later to be married and settled down in Peterborough. One of 
David’s more unusual models was an Autogiro, which some of you may have spotted  
flying at the field a few years ago. 

 
   Alan Green  editor 
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JR transmitter  X3810  mode 2,  complete with 9 channel PCM  RX, NER649s, 2*JR     
servos 537,   2 *JP 503 servos plus charger & instruction manual.   £160 

 
Hanger 9 clipped wing Taylorcraft  85”,  complete with MVVS 160 2 st  glow engine, all 
servos.  Only needs a RX installing.      £350 

 
Eddie   Tel : 01354 692501   (club member) 
 

 
If you have anything you wish to sell, or buy, why  
not advertise it free of charge in the clubs news letter.  
Email me the details and include a photo if you wish. 
You advert will appear in the next news letter and on our web site. 
 
Alan@fourthplace.co.uk 
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RAMSEY MODEL AERO CLUB COMMITTEE 
 
 

                             Club web site -- WWW. RAMSEYMAC.ORG.UK  

 
 

PRESIDENT 
 

ROBIN 
GOWLER 

01480 463509 ROMUR@VIADEVANA.FREESERVE.CO.UK 

 CHAIRMAN STEPHEN 
KESSEL 

01487822992 STEPHENKESSEL@BTINTERNET.COM 

SECRETARY MIKE 
LUSCOMBE 

01480 466492 MPRONTO@AOL.COM 

MEMBERSHIP 
SECRETARY/ TRES 

TONY 
PERRYMAN 

01480 465395 M.T.PERRYMAN@VIRGIN.NET 

NEWS LETTER 
EDITOR 

ALAN GREEN 01733 370909 ALAN@FOURTHPLACE.CO.UK 

SITE MANAGER   JOHN YOUNG 01480 413731 JWYOUNG TRANSALP@UKONLINE.CO.UK 

SAFETY OFFICER DAVE 
TILBURY 

01480436701 DAVE.TINA3@BTINTERNET.COM 

VICE CHAIRMAN .ROBERT 
NEILSON 

01487815540 R.W.NEILSON@TESCO.NET 

WEB SITE 
DEVELOPER 

JOHN 
HICKMAN 

01478 812346 HICKMAJ@AOL.COM 

PRESS & 
PUBLICITY 

JOHN STOKES 01487 812818 ----------------- 

TRAINING OFFICER ROBERT 
DUDLEY 

01480 351237 MAUREENDUDLEY@HOTMAIL.COM 


