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Seated one day at the breakfast table, I decided that the time was ripe.  The wife was suitably 
distracted by burnt toast and an unfortunate accident involving the cat.  No. 1 son was deeply 
engrossed in the intellectual stimulus of page three of the Daily Gutter and No. 2 son was busily 
spooning soggy cornflakes into his jacket pocket for later consumption at school.  Now was the 
moment to strike!  
 “I think its time started a new scale project.  It shouldn’t be expensive, I’ll only need a couple of 
new engines ‘cos it will be a twin.”  
 The wife grunted and continued her mopping up operations.  No.1 son turned the page and idly 
summarised world events under the headline “Gay Vicar In Font Bonk Shock”.  No.2 son eyed 
me knowingly for a moment before resuming his damp preparations for lunch. 
 
I had got away with it.  No screams of anguish.  No demands that the money could be better 
spent on cat food to be regurgitated on the kitchen floor.  Above all no mention of the need for 
redecorations, car maintenance, new clothes or gardening which usually rebutted my attempts to 
pursue the hobby.  Thus, dear reader, encouraged by the usual total indifference of the family 
and with tacit financial approval obtained, the project, which had secretly been under 
development for some time, could now formally proceed. 
 
That evening the workbench was cleared with a single sweep of the arm, revealing not only that 
there was a workbench in there somewhere, but also where the terrible smell had been coming 
from.  Following removal of the offensive effluvia and the cat from the premises, building could 
commence.  Over the following weeks ideas flew from pen to paper and thence to balsa.  
Encouraged by copious quantities of tea to sooth the favoured brow and Airwick for the similarly 
afflicted nostrils.  Furtive visits were made to the local model emporia and certain expensive 
purchases were tucked out of sight.  Even with financial approval there is no point in pushing 
one’s luck.  Building proceeded apace, only impeded by the occasional disappearance of some 
tools.  My trusty Black and Decker was retrieved from No.1 son just before it disappeared with 
him to school where his girlfriend had expressed an interest in having her ears pierced.  Sundry 
other items had also been put to better use and had to be found.  No.2 son had, for example, 



 

discovered that interesting sculptures could be created using my collection of vinyl LPs and a 
heat gun. 
 
Gradually my creation took shape. A thing of wondrous beauty and of sleek and aggressive 
profile.  A veritable shark amongst fish, a lion amongst animals and, as the wife commented in 
an unguarded moment a true dodo amongst birds.  I remained aloof, only retaliating by showing 
her the bills from the model shop.  She retreated, muttering something about pandering to my 
perversions, which I still don’t understand.  
 
Finally it was complete and I could stand back and admire the thing of beauty I had created, not 
to mention clearing up the latest episode from the cat that I had just stepped in.  The family 
crowded round with interest to examine the results of my labours.  The wife gasping in 
appreciation of the subtle elasticated mechanism of the undercarriage, made from bra strap 
elastic and the source of some disagreement between us when she found out where it came from.  
How was I to know that the remaining elastic would give way as she leaned over the frozen food 
counter in Budgens? No.1 son fruitlessly demanded the return of his Sony Walkman (parts used 
to operate retract mechanism) and No2. son enquired why one engine nacelle was furry.  This 
was due to a brief visit of the cat during paint spraying operations and resulted in the animal 
entering intensive care and me repainting the ceiling to obliterate feline impact marks. 
 
At this point in the proceedings matters came to a halt.  This time the wife struck.  Before I knew 
what had happened I found I had agreed to redecorate the hall and stairs before first flight.  It 
was with a heavy heart therefore that the relevant tools, equipment, paste and paper were 
gathered together and operations begun.  I will gloss over the next three weeks dear reader, save 
only to mention that the cat went back into intensive care part way through the proceedings and 
No1 son received a severe talking to for pasting certain pictures of an anatomical nature to the 
outside of the front door and illuminating them with a red lamp.  As an aside you may be 
interested in the purgative qualities of wallpaper paste, which not only afflicted the cat, but also 
almost all of No.2 son’s class who partook of his sandwiches.  The results were said to be quite 
spectacularly explosive, or so the headmaster later informed me during our interesting, if one-
sided conversation as he offered me the bill for steam cleaning a classroom.  I never knew he had 
even met my parents let alone knew if they were married.  Do they teach that kind of language in 
school I wonder? 
 
Finally the great day arrived, my masterpiece was to take to the air.  As I left the house the wife 
paused to wave goodbye before returning to unblocking the sink and the children began their 
pocket money chore of weeding the garden.  I later found out that they had together invented a 
new type of portable flamethrower from a squeezy bottle, paint thinners and a cap pistol.  They 
really are quite inventive, or so the representative of the fire brigade remarked.  Gardening has 
henceforth been put on hold since we no longer have a garden.  Neither in fact do our immediate 
neighbours. 
 
At the field the masterpiece was prepared.  Club members gathered round in awe and 
appreciation.  Fingers were poked in all the relevant places, much muttering about C of G, thrust 
lines and centre of pressure went on and questions were asked, only some of which I took to be 
of a humorous nature.  Finally, all preparations made, engines running sweetly and the runway 
cleared for my sole use, I was ready for the great moment.  Oddly enough not only was the 
runway clear but the entire field as well.  Club members had retired at speed and all that could be 
seen of them was a row of heads sticking up from the ditch bordering the field.  No matter, this 
was my moment of triumph over the laws of flight! 
 
The laws of flight then proceeded to cheat! 
 
One moment my magnificent creation was cruising serenely past under full and proper control, 
undercarriage safely tucked away under the powerful influence of Playtex and Sony, the sun 
gleaming on one nacelle, the wind ruffling the fur on the other.  Suddenly there was an 



 

unexpected and noisy twang from somewhere deep inside the airframe and the laws of flight 
gave an almighty push.  My beautiful creation reared up, as if in pain, toppled sideways and 
dropped into a graveyard spiral.  Valiantly I fought the controls, nursing what power I could 
from the suddenly unhappy motors; trading airspeed for altitude in a desperate attempt to avert 
the inevitable.  It was not to be.  With another despairing lurch the machine finally keeled over 
and with engines roaring with a suddenly available abundance of power attempted to bore a hole 
in the planet. 
 
The impact was devastating.  Pieces flew like shrapnel as the airframe dismembered itself in 
microseconds.  Clods of earth, assorted bits of radio, balsa, retracts and engines soared into the 
air, performing graceful arcs in the sky before tumbling to earth.  All was silence save for the 
gentle pattering of airframe parts falling to the ground like technicolour rain with lumps in.  
Finally all was still.  Club members reappeared, shaken and saddened by what they had seen.  All 
agreed that the laws of flight were indeed fickle and hard taskmasters.  Only one unfeeling soul 
pointed out that a small piece of elastic had been seen to depart at speed from the model, taking 
with it one aileron and part of the tail just before the drunken gyrations had begun. 
 
Alas, dear reader, the model was totally destroyed.  For the want of good quality elastic failure 
was total and complete. It was of little comfort to me to be reminded of this by my wife when I 
returned home, apropos her rather cold visit to Budgens.  Nevertheless she was suitably 
comforting of my distress, even mentioning that I could always build another. 
 
The moment was there, and I struck! 
 
Oddly enough I met with little resistance.  I have however noticed that as the new project 
proceeds my tools are where I can find them, the cat keeps its distance and all elasticated 
underwear has been carefully hidden away.  The children seem very happy in their new school 
and even the blackened lawn shows signs of recovery. 
There must be a moral in there somewhere; I just can’t work out what it is. 
 
 
John Carpenter 
 
                              ……………………………………………………….. 
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         Indoor flying at the Raptor Centre 
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Unwanted magazines,  
  
107 RCME Nov 88 to July 97, and 105 Radio Modeller Oct 88 to Oct 97.  
Some articles, mostly relating to scale, have been removed.  
Any-one interested as I prefer not to send them for  recycling?  
  
Contact Peter Rowlings on  01480 890784  
 

 
 
 
 

 
If you have anything you wish to sell, or buy, why 

not advertise it free of charge in the clubs news letter. 
Email me the details and include a photo if you wish. 

You advert will appear in the next news letter and on our web site. 
 

Alan@fourthplace.co.uk 
 

              ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
RAMSEY MODEL AERO CLUB COMMITTEE 

 
 

      Club web site -- WWW. RAMSEYMAC.ORG.UK  

 
 

PRESIDENT 
 

ROBIN 
GOWLER 

01480 463509 ROMUR@VIADEVANA.FREESERVE.CO.UK 

 CHAIRMAN STEPHEN 
KESSEL 

01487822992 STEPHENKESSEL@BTINTERNET.COM 

SECRETARY MIKE 
LUSCOMBE 

01480 466492 MPRONTO@AOL.COM 

MEMBERSHIP 
SECRETARY/ TRES 

TONY 
PERRYMAN 

01480 465395 M.T.PERRYMAN@VIRGIN.NET 

NEWS LETTER 
EDITOR 

ALAN GREEN 01733 370909 ALAN@FOURTHPLACE.CO.UK 

SITE MANAGER   JOHN YOUNG 01480 413731 JWYOUNG TRANSALP@UKONLINE.CO.UK 

SAFETY OFFICER DAVE 
TILBURY 

01480436701 DAVE.TINA3@BTINTERNET.COM 

VICE CHAIRMAN .ROBERT 
NEILSON 

01487815540 R.W.NEILSON@TESCO.NET 

WEB SITE 
DEVELOPER 

JOHN 
HICKMAN 

01478 812346 HICKMAJ@AOL.COM 

PRESS & PUBLICITY JOHN STOKES 01487 812818 ----------------- 

TRAINING OFFICER ROBERT 
DUDLEY 

01480 351237 MAUREENDUDLEY@HOTMAIL.COM 



 

 
RAMSEY MODEL AERO CLUB 

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE FOR 2005/2006 
 
                           04/05       INCOME                               £           p                                  04/05       EXPENDITURE                     £           p 
   Cash Fwd.                      Cash                                       87         34                               2361.00       Subs                                      2666      00 
                                          Bank                                     181        41                                1300.00       Flying Site Rent                    1300      00 
                                          Bldg. Soc.                         11521        41                               2495.66        Flying Site Maintenance      3832      40 
                                                                                                                                             56.00       Guest Expenses                           0      00 
                                                               A =              11790        16                                   350.00       Misc – Hall Rent                    300      00 
                                                                                                                                            377.19       Misc – Other                          454      25 
                     7242.00       Subs                                     7681       00                                     74.64      Admin / Postage                      214      78 
                         57.00       Club Sales                                 2        50                                     38.51      Sec / Treas Expenses                68      20 
                         99.42       Interest                                   320       14                                   275.72      Newsletter                               506      00 
                           0.00       Donations                              120       00                                        0.00     Donations                                  0        00 
                         60.00       Refunds                                     0       00                                                    Overpaid Subs                           5        00 
                                         Bldg Soc to Bank                  500       00                                                    Bldg. Soc. To Bank.                 500      00 
                                         Bank to Bldg Soc.               3000       00                                                    Bank to Bldg. Soc.                 3000      00 
                                         Bank to Cash                             0       00                                                    Bank to Cash                                0     00 
                                         Cash to Bank                         528       00                                                    Cash to Bank                            528      00 
                                         Bldg. Soc. to Cash                 240       00                                                    Bldg Soc. To Cash                   240      00 
                                         Cash to Bldg. Soc.                 280       00                                                    Cash to Bldg. Soc                    280      00 
                                         Chairman’s Fund (ringed)       53       25 
                                                                
                                                              B =               12724        89                                                             C =                               13894     63 
                                            
                                                           A + B =           24515        05                                                    TO HAND 
                                                                                                                                                              Cash                                          34      53 
                                                                                                                                                              Bank                                        740      09 
                                                                                                                                                              Bldg Soc.                                9845     80 
                                         
                                                                                                                                                                      D =                             10620       42 
                                       
                                                                                                                                                                     C + D =                       24515       05 
                                         
  Signed                                                    A.R.Perryman        Dated:     4th  November 2006.                         Checked By: 


